Draft letter to members of the FEMM Committee of the European Parliament referring to the Draft Report on the contribution of European gender equality policies 
to combating juvenile delinquency
Dear MEP,

Dear Member of the FEMM Committee,

On Thursday the 20th of January 2011 you will discuss the Draft report on the contribution of European gender equality policies to combating juvenile delinquency presented by Anna Záborská [2010/2017(INI), PE448.877v02-00].
The FAFCE wishes to draw your attention to the importance of searching for solutions that can enable women and men to commit to their role as parents without being discriminated in the labour market or with regard to the social security systems and benefits. This report relates specifically to the interdependence of the various equal opportunities policies in the EU and the Member States and parenting, and their impact in terms of personal freedom and responsibility, intergenerational solidarity, building the human and social capital of future generations, and combating juvenile delinquency. We invite you to support this report and thank you for contributing to increasing the efficiency of policies on equal opportunities between men and women and the recognition of their role and responsibility as parents.
In view of the vote on this report, we would like to draw your attention to the following points regarding the tabled amendments.
Support to parenting and parental responsibility is in our understanding essential for combating juvenile delinquency. It is also a challenge for the society in terms of social cohesion and costs for the economy. The following amendments do not enhance but rather threaten support for parental responsibility and we therefore invite you to vote against AM 36, 77, 78, 89, 90, 129, 131, 132, 133, 139, and 146.

Cooperation with the civil society is an asset for the combat of juvenile delinquency and needs to be promoted and supported with a wide range of civil society actors. In order to include this dimension in the report we invite you to vote against AM 92, 94 and 95, maintaining the initial wording of paragraph 7.
Examples of best practices are highly valuable sources of information and experience that we believe are useful for many Member States. In order to maintain these examples in the report we invite you to vote against AM 66, 68, 69, and 127.
Current debates on the GDP show the need to include factors such as investing in human capital. Recognition of the benefits of parental commitment in the evaluation of productivity is one of those factors to which we would like to draw your attention and we invite you to vote against AM 31, 33, 40, 42 and 44.
There is a misleading interpretation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in amendment 46. In order to ensure the coherence with article 16 of the abovementioned declaration that reads “men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality or religion, have the right to marry and to found a family”, and avoid a misinterpretation, we invite you to vote against AM 46.

The report deals with juvenile delinquency. However, AM 29 introduces the notion of “reproductive rights of women”, a term which was never defined and which is furthermore out of scope in the context of this report. For these reasons we invite you to vote against AM 29.

There are many amendments that emphasise parental responsibility, measures to be taken or to be improved in order to combat juvenile delinquency and help the young people in the EU to a better and safer future. 
We invite you to vote in favour of these amendments, as follows : AM 1, 12, 14, 15, 25, 32, 34, 43, 55, 57, 58, 60, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 81, 82, 87, 93, 96, 97, 99, 105, 106, 110, 111, 113, 114, 115, 116, 122, 126, 128, 134, 135, 136, 137, 138, 141, 143 and 147. 
We thank you for your attention and foremost for your commitment for the young people in the European Union and their family. They and we need your support in combating juvenile delinquency that causes much suffering to all those who are involved or victims, whether they are youth, parents or siblings.

Yours faithfully

